


It was the best of times it was the worst of times, 
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of 

foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the 
epoch of incredulity it was the season of light,  

it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of 
hope, it was the winter of despair.

 C H A R L E S  D I C K E N S



The Lord's Church is built to 
flourish in the face of opposition. 



!"#$%&%'(%&)*+&,+-#.&%'+&/012&3(0.&40#3+1%&'(1.5&#1&5#*+&
6'#&"+3#12+.&%#&%'+&7'$-7'8&9&,+&/033+.&:(*+5&%'+&"-#%'+-&#;&
:#'1&60%'&%'+&56#-.<&=&(1.&6'+1&'+&5(6&%'(%&0%&>3+(5+.&%'+&
:+65<&'+&>-#7++.+.&%#&(--+5%&?+%+-&(35#8&@'05&6(5&.$-012&%'+&
.(A5&#;&B13+(4+1+.&C-+(.8&D&!1.&6'+1&'+&'(.&5+0E+.&'0*<&
'+&>$%&'0*&01&>-05#1<&.+304+-012&'0*&#4+-&%#&;#$-&5F$(.5&#;&
5#3.0+-5&%#&2$(-.&'0*<&01%+1.012&(G+-&%'+&?(55#4+-&%#&"-012&
'0*&#$%&%#&%'+&>+#>3+8&H&I#&?+%+-&6(5&/+>%&01&>-05#1<&"$%&
+(-1+5%&>-(A+-&;#-&'0*&6(5&*(.+&%#&J#.&"A&%'+&7'$-7'8&

ACTS 12:1-8



K&L#6&6'+1&,+-#.&6(5&("#$%&%#&"-012&'0*&#$%<&#1&%'(%&4+-A&
102'%<&?+%+-&6(5&53++>012&"+%6++1&%6#&5#3.0+-5<&"#$1.&60%'&
%6#&7'(015<&(1.&5+1%-0+5&"+;#-+&%'+&.##-&6+-+&2$(-.012&%'+&
>-05#18&M&!1.&"+'#3.<&(1&(12+3&#;&%'+&N#-.&5%##.&1+O%&%#&'0*<&
(1.&(&302'%&5'#1+&01&%'+&7+338&,+&5%-$7/&?+%+-&#1&%'+&50.+&(1.&
6#/+&'0*<&5(A012<&PJ+%&$>&F$07/3A8Q&!1.&%'+&7'(015&;+33&#R&'05&
'(1.58&S&!1.&%'+&(12+3&5(0.&%#&'0*<&PT-+55&A#$-5+3;&(1.&>$%&
#1&A#$-&5(1.(358Q&!1.&'+&.0.&5#8&!1.&'+&5(0.&%#&'0*<&PU-(>&

A#$-&73#(/&(-#$1.&A#$&(1.&;#33#6&*+8Q
ACTS 12:1-8



Peter’s
Posture

Peter was able to rest because he knew two 
things – future promise and past performance.
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Earnest Prayer
In Greek: Ektenos

It comes from the root word ektenēs,  
a medical term for stretching a muscle to its limit.
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ACTS 12:21-23

GOD SUPERNATURALLY
INTERVENED 



Herodic
Empire

Herod Antipas Herod Agrippa Herod the Great



SUMMARY

1. �ere is a spiritual battle for our minds.
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J O H N  B E R R I D G E



“Without a vision of seeing our families 
come to the Lord, we’ll settle for 

surviving each day – instead of a planted 
�eld that eventually yields a plentiful 

harvest. However, we may have to 
sacri�ce, persevere, and undergo painful 

moments for a brighter future.”
PASTOR PEH HAN, The Pastor’s Blog | March 2020 



SUMMARY

2. God is always working behind the scenes. 

GENESIS 3:15   
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SUMMARY

3. Go against your default. 

ACTS 12:24 
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Letter to
Caesar Hadrian

“But the Christians, O King, they know and trust in God …  

… they love one another, and from widows they do not turn 
away their esteem; 

… they take him in to their homes and rejoice over him  
as a very brother 

… they fast two or three days in order to supply to the needy 
their lack of food 

 … something divine in the midst of them.”



SUMMARY
4. Never stop praying.

ACTS 12:12 
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