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It was the best of times it was the worst of times,
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of
foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the
epoch of incredulity it was the season of light,
it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of
hope, it was the winter of despair.

CHARLES DICKENS

OOOOOOOOOOO



The Lord's Church is built to
flourish in the face of opposition.




About that time Herod the kmg Iald V|olent hands ij-_fﬁ.ff%f%SOme
- who belonged to the church. 2 He killed James the brother c
~ John with the sword, 2and when he saw th 3 | the

he put him in prison, dellverlng him over 1o four sq ua

~soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to brmg
him out to the people >So Peter was kept in prlson but

, earnest prayer for h|m was made to God by the cififurch

- BETeaNE
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6 NOW when Herod was about to brlng h|m out on i._;:;'“.atvery
~night, Peter was sIeepmg between two soldlers boun*"?j;.,'lth
t WO C hai ns, and sent rie s before the door were g e
- priso n. 7 And behol d an angel of the Lor d st o 0 d -
~and a Ilght shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the sfeﬁand"_‘
- woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chams fell off his
‘hands. 3 And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put
on your sandals " And he did so. And he said to h|m Wrap
your ¢ I oak around you and fol Iow me.” i

- WeTeNanE

OOOOOOOOOOO




Peter was able to rest because he knew two
things — future promise and past performance.

..'Peter when you were young you went where you

wanted, did what you wanted to do. When you get

old you’ll stretch forth your hands and another shall
gird you and carry you where you wouldn’t go.”

OOOOOOOOOOO




In Greet: Ektenos

It comes from the root word ekteneés,
a medical term for stretching a muscle to its limit.

OOOOOOOOOOO




~ 210n an appointed day Herod put on his rc __
- took his seat upon the throne, and deliverec
- tothem. 22 And the people were shouting, “Th
a god, and not of a man!” 232 Immediately an ang ,'
Lord struck him down, because he did not give
glory, a—n..d_.-hewas eaten by worms .




Herod the Great Herod Antipas Herod Agrippa
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33

A Christian never falls asleep in the fire or in
the water, but grows drowsy in the sunshine.”

JOHN BERRIDGE

OOOOOOOOOOO
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2. God is'always working behind the scenes.

He shall bruise your The God of peace
head, and you shall ~ will soon crush Satan
bruise his heel. i under your feet.

OOOOOOOOOOO




3. Go against your default.

But the Word of And now, Lord, look Radical

Godincreased  ypon their threatsand  hospitality

and multiplied.  orant to your servantsto | and radi.cal
~ continue to speak your generosity.

word with all boldness.

OOOOOOOOOOO




“But the Christians, O King, they know and trustin God ...

... they love one another, and from widows they do not turn
away their esteem;

... they take him in to their homes and rejoice over him
as a very brother

... they fast two or three days in order to supply to the needy
their lack of food

... something divine in the midst of them.”
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4. Never stop praying.

When he realised this, - They needed to know

he went to the house of Mary, / God was still in control

the mother of John whose

other name was Mark, where —~—
many were gathered together - They needed to know that

and were praying. their prayer ChangEd thlngs

OOOOOOOOOOO




