


“Can You Hear?” 
The question is no longer merely, 

The question is,

“Can You Distinguish 
What You’re Hearing?” 



While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, 
His mother and brothers stood outside, seeking to 
speak with Him. (This seems important. Your family 
wants to talk to you) 47 Then one said to Him,  
“Look, Your mother and Your brothers are standing 
outside, seeking to speak with You.”

Matthew 12:46-50



48 But He answered and said to the one who told 
Him, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?” 
49 And He stretched out His hand toward His 
disciples and said, “Here are My mother and My 
brothers! 50 For whoever does the will of My Father 
in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” 

Matthew 12:46-50



When You Are Clear About 
Your Assignment, You 
Become More Discerning 
About Your Distractions.



Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his 
censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered 
profane fire before the Lord, which He had not 
commanded them. 2 So fire went out from the Lord and 
devoured them, and they died before the Lord. 3 And 
Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord spoke, saying: 
‘By those who come near Me. I must be regarded as holy; 
And before all the people, I must be glorified.’” So Aaron 
held his peace.” 

Leviticus 10:1-3 



Then the Lord spoke to Aaron, saying: 9 “Do not drink wine 
or intoxicating drink, you, nor your sons with you, when you 
go into the tabernacle of meeting, lest you die. It shall be a 
statute forever throughout your generations, 10 that you may 
distinguish between holy and unholy, and between unclean 
and clean, 11 and that you may teach the children of Israel all 
the statutes which the Lord has spoken to them by the 
hand of Moses.”

Leviticus 10:8-11 



Consecrate Yourselves

Then the Lord spoke to Aaron, saying: 9 “Do not drink 
wine or intoxicating drink, you, nor your sons with you, 
when you go into the tabernacle of meeting, lest you die. 
It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations…”

Leviticus 10:8-9 



Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the  
will of the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk with wine,  
in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 
19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart 
to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things to God 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
21 submitting to one another in the fear of God.

Ephesians 5:17-21



Whatever Governs Your 
Appetite Will Eventually 
Influence Your Judgement.



Ask for Discernment

It shall be a statute forever throughout your 
generations, 10 that you may distinguish between 
holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean…

Leviticus 10:9-10 



‘Discernment’

– To distinguish, or separate out. 

Anakrino (Greek) 



Discernment Is Not 
Suspicion Dressed in 
Spirituality. It Is Judgement 
Submitted to the Holy Spirit 
and the Truth of Scripture.



But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, 
sold a possession. 2 And he kept back part of the proceeds, 
his wife also being aware of it, and brought a certain part 
and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, 
why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and 
keep back part of the price of the land for yourself?  
4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was 
sold, was it not in your own control? 

Acts 5:1-5, 11



Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have 
not lied to men but to God.” 5 Then Ananias, hearing these 
words, fell down and breathed his last. So great fear came 
upon all those who heard these things. 6 And the young men 
arose and wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried him.  

11 So great fear came upon all the church and upon all who 
heard these things.

Acts 5:1-5, 11



The Purpose of Discernment 
Is Not To Make Us Superior 
to Others. It Is To Make Us 
Faithful to God.



Know the Word of God

And that you may teach the children of Israel all the 
statutes which the Lord has spoken to them…

Leviticus 10:11



Spiritual Accuracy Is Not the 
Ability To Make God Agree 
With our Perceptions.  
It Is the Humility To Bring  
our Perceptions Under the 
Authority of Hiss Truth.



For the Word of God is living and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, 
and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12



Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of 
the prophets who prophesy to you. They make you worthless; 
They speak a vision of their own heart, Not from the mouth of 
the LORD. 17 They continually say to those who despise Me, 
‘The LORD has said, ‘You shall have peace’; And to everyone 
who walks according to the dictates of his own heart, they 
say, ‘No evil shall come upon you.’ ” 18 For who has stood in 
the counsel of the LORD, And has perceived and heard His 
Word? Who has marked His Word and heard it?

Jeremiah 23:16 -18



Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere 
preaching the word. 5 Then Philip went down to the city 
of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 6 And the 
multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken 
by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 
7 For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out 
of many who were possessed; and many who were 
paralysed and lame were healed.

Acts 8:4-23



8 And there was great joy in that city. 9 But there was a 
certain man called Simon, who previously practiced 
sorcery in the city and astonished the people of Samaria, 
claiming that he was someone great, 10 to whom they all 
gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This 
man is the great power of God.” 11 And they heeded him 
because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a 
long time.

Acts 8:4-23



12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things 
concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ, both men and women were baptized. 13 Then Simon 
himself also believed; and when he was baptised he 
continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles 
and signs which were done. 14 Now when the apostles who 
were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them,

Acts 8:4-23



15 who, when they had come down, prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For as yet He had 
fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptised in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 And when 
Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’ 
hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money,

Acts 8:4-23



19 saying, “Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I 
lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to 
him, “Your money perish with you, because you thought that 
the gift of God could be purchased with money! 21 You have 
neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not 
right in the sight of God. 22 Repent therefore of this your 
wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your 
heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are poisoned 
by bitterness and bound by iniquity.””

Acts 8:4-23



My sheep hear My voice, 
and I know them, and they follow Me.

John 10:27 


